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WEATHER FORECAST.,
Fair to-d- .y and w; little change

in temperature; northwest winds. IT SHINES FOPv ALL
Highest lies-s-i rstare yesterday, 59; lowest, 46.
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BATTLE FOR AMIENS RENEWED BY ENEMY; nil

AMERICA N TROOPS PARTICIPA TING IN FIGHT;
HOLLAND AND GERMANY SEEMNEAR A BREAK

WILSON NAMES

JOHN D. RYAN AS

AIRCRAFT CHIEF

Copper Capitalist Heads
New Division of Produc-

tion Board.

SQUIER IS ELIMINATED

Brig.-Ge- n. William L. Kenly
to Control Operation and

Training of Corps.

Sptetal Dupatek to Tn Sex.
Washington-- , April 24. John D. Ryan;

th copper capitalist, has been dislg- -

fitted by the Administration to take up
the work of creating an American air
ftet to overwhelm the Germans. The
election of Mr. Ryan for thla Important
pest following-- closely that of Charles
M. Schwab to take charge of the produc
Hon of ships. Indicates that the Adminis
tration Is committed to a policy of pick
Ing Industrial leaders for great war
tasks.

Formal announcement of Mr. Ryan's
appointment was made ht by Sec
reUry .Baker. A reorganisation of the
u!tlng aircraft production machinery
was alio made, of which the following
are the principal features:

A new division of the War Department
Is created to be known as the division of
aircraft production, with Mr. Ryan as
it director. This means that Mr. Ryan
will report to Secretary Baker and not
to the President directly, as was strongly
recommended in the Senate committee
report.

The Aircraft Production Board la con-
tinued aa an advisory body but Mr.
Ryan will supplant Howard K. Coffin as
Its chairman, Mr. Coffin remains, how-
ever, as oaAJf msaajiefl,, w: .,

Mi. Ha .Alai.. ' "
Oen. BquUr, Chief Signal Officer, who

up till now has been the real head of the
aircraft programme. Is eliminated en-

tirely from the airplane situation. His
fjture duties will merely have to do
with signalling.

A new division of military aeronautics
It created In the Signal Corps to have
(.barge of the! operation of aircraft and
the training of aviators. Brig.-Ge- n.

William U Kenly is placed at the head of
this dlvlalon. Mr. Ryan has accepted
liia new taak and will start In at once
and give up his whole time to It The
fcraul statement of the War Depart-
ment covering the Changes was as fol-

lows! '
The War Department authorises

the following :
Mr. John D. Ryan has accepted the

directorship of alrcrapt production for
the army.

A reorganisation of the aviation
section of the Signal Corps also hss
been effected, of which the principal
elements are as follows:

Ren. Souler. as chief signs! officer.
will devote his attention to the adminis-
tration of signals : a division of ml!!-tir- y

aeronautics la created under the
direction of Brlg.-Qe- n. William L
Kenly. The aircraft board created by
aft of Congress remains an advisory
My. aa It has been In the paat. with
Mr. Ryan as Its chairman. This ar-
rangement Is made with the entire
concurrence of Mr. Howard Coffin,
who remains a member of the advisory
commission of the Council of National
Defence and will render assistance and
counsel to the aircraft board and Mr.
Ryan.

The division of military aerona-
uts will have control of the training
ef aviators and the military use of
aircraft. The exact division of func-
tions In the matter of designing and
nelr.eerlng will be worked out as

experience determines between the
of military aeronautics snd

the division of production.
Thl announcement Involves no

change of personnel In the present
equipment division of the Signal Corps.
f which W. c. Potter Is chief and
h!ch will continue under his direct-

ion

Picking of Ryan a sarartse.
Mr Ryan's selection for what many

eontder to be the most Important taak
facing the country came as a surprise,

his name aas not been mentioned tn
this connection. Mr. Btettlnlus la un-
derstood to have been considered for a
time, hut Mr. Baker wanted him to re-ru- in

In his present place. Mr. Ryan's
Section Is credited largely to Chairman
Krurh of the War Industries Board,
who Is understood to have strongly In-
ferred him for the place.

Mr Ryan headed the committee of
"PIr producers with whom Mr. Baruch.
r'ir.e for the Oovernment, made the

or'glr.a agreement by which the Gov-
ernment got 50,000,000 pounds of copper

t 18 ;.j cents a pound. Assistant Sec-
retary of War Crowell. who has handled
tk aircraft situation In Mr. Baker's as-no- e,

Is also understood to have favored
Mr. Kyan, but the choice was not defi-
nitely made until yesterday, when the
President Agreed with Mr. Baker that
'ki copper man waa tho one to handle
the Job

Mr Ryan's appointment was generally
piiroved of by those who have

-- en the aircraft problem their atten- -
'n li was his organising and business

ib:i iv t,at recommended him for the
n 1 It seemed to be the Judgment

' i .nen of large affairs In New'' iv elsewhere that the aircraft
"t rtiume could bo made speedily and

j to fructify under his man- -
"Client,

'"" Plan's appointment means a sin- -'
- aircraft control, which ths

men Marshall committee urged sa
' fun'on of the problem. Ths Mar---

"nimlttee also recommended the

C'on(nud oa'ftyt Pagt,

Will Take American
Wounded to England

LONDON, April 24. Prepara-tlon-s
are being made by the

American Red Cross to handle
American wounded from the
troops brigaded with the British
forces on the western front. The
wounded from these units will
be brought to England with the
British wounded and sorted out
after they reach this side of the
English Channel.

American Red Cross officials
say they expect to take over sev-
eral hospitals to be used espe-
cially for this work.

CHAMBERLAIN

PACKS WILSON

Announces Support of Over
man Bill Giving Broader War

Powers to President.

NOT AFRAID OF ABUSE

He Is Olad Schwab and Stet-tinin- s,

Red Tape Gutters,
Don't Wear Uniforms.

Special Dttpatch to The Si' v.

Waskinoton. April S4. Senator
George E. Chamberlain (Ore.), the bold-
est critic of the Administration's con-
duct of the war on the Democratic side
of the chamber, to-d- announced that
he Intended to vote for the Overman bill.
His Intention was made known to his
friends more thsn a week ago, but until
now the public announcement of his In-

tentions wss not forthcoming.
Senator Chamberlain told his hearers

that the inefficiency and incompetence
which he had dared to point out in his

sack last January had bejsa moderate
lev Urge measure, although still exist-
ent. He asserted that thr.Overcaaa

ths President the Opportunity to
go forward with reforms, a right to
which Betlator Chamoerlatn thought the
President was entitled.

Although It Is his intention to vote
for the bill Senstor Chamberlain made
It clear that he would support the
amendments offered by Senator Kecd '

(Mo.), under which the Federal Reserve
Hoard and the Interstate Commerce
Commission will be exempted from the
operation of the measure, which Is to
set aside all leglslitlve restraint upon
reorganisation, concentration and coordl-- 1

nation of governmental agencies.
Takes Fling; at Overman.

Senator Chamberlain read. Into the
Record excerpts from statements made
by the nominal author of the bill. Sen-
ator Overman (N, C), regarding the
embarrassments caused by existing In-

terdepartmental conditions which the
North Carolinian had asserted hampered
war work. Then he expressed the view
that the ignorance of conditions, of
which the President complained, was
particularly to be noted In the outgiv
ings of the president s own epoKesmvin
on the floor. Senator Overman flushed
at this criticism, but did not reply. sen- -

itor Chamberlain then expressed his
views on the merits of the bill. He said :

"I am not afraid of the President
abusing his power. I shall vote for this
bill to give him these great powers, uui
with the exemption of the Interstate
Commerce Commission and the Federal
Reserve Board.

"I am atlll conv need that the bill for
the director of munitions and war cab-

inet would have entirely served the pur
pose. The director of munitions tmi aia
not come as an Impulse. Jt waa evolved
bv the Military Affaire Committee after
a great deal of thought and Investiga
tion, ureal Britain nau 10 come io im
mlnistrv of munitions. This bill Itself
Is practically the director of munitions
bill.

Give Credit to Baruch.
"Already there Is In existence a body

of men who virtually constitute the di
rectorate of munitions, on Marcn .

191. Bernard M. Baruch was appointed
by the President to be Chairman of the
War Industries Board. His duties are
practically those of a munitions direc-
tor. Mr. Baruch has taken the bit in his
teeth. The work of coordination In thla
department Is going on.

"I believe that the country will agree
with me that nearly every' Incompetent
who was disclosed by the Military Af-

fairs Committee has either been kicked
up or kicked out. There has been a
complete reorganisation of war activities
with the result that distinguished men
haveaieen placed In charge of important
undertakings.

"Criticism has been made that civilians
were put In the places of military men.
I say that but for these distinguished
civilians the War Department would still
be floundering In tho Bark.

Referring to Charles M. Schwab and
Edward R. Stettlntus. the Senator said:
"These men have cut through a great
mass of red tape. They have attacked
the problems In a businesslike way. It
Is fortunate that they have not put on
uniforms, for where there are uniforms
there Is red tape."

POLICEMAN SHOT IN RAID.

Two Others Woaated While Dis-

guised as Soldiers,
Detective John T. Judge was shot

and perhaps mortally wotindort and two
other detectives were badly hurt early
this morning during a ratd on a house
at SO South Clinton street, Flushing,
where the detectives hart been Informed
soldiers had been supplied with liquor.
Dressed in soldiers' uniforms Judge and
Detectives Harry Collins and Chris-
topher Schaefer got Into the place, while
officers of the Army Intelligence stood
guard outside.

The detectives were hardly Inside the
door when some ons ban shooting at
them.

RETURN HOME

OF MINISTERS

IS REPORTED

More Difficulties Said to
Have Blocked Berlin-Hagu- e

Parleys.

DUTCIt STANDING FIR3I

Netherlands Still Adheres to
Poller of Maintaining:

Neutrality.

Amsterdam, April 24. The Hetvolk
announces that the German Minister to
the Netherlands has left The Hague for
Berlin and that the Dutch Minister to
Germany Is on his way" from Berlin to
The Hague.

The Berlin correspondent of the
Kieuwe Rotterdamache Courant la In-

formed by a person In authority that
difficulties have arisen In the negotia-
tions between Germany and Holland and
the negotiations are not making head-
way

The Hague correspondent of the
7fanrfelsbof says that the question of
the transport of sand and gravel and
the use of the railway line through I.lm-bour- g

depends entirely on the Inten-
tions of Germany. The correspondent
adds that The Dutch Oovernment will
firmly observe neutrality, whatever may
happen.

GERMANS INCREASE
FRONTIER GARRISONS

MovimmU of Dutch Commit
nan AUo r RoMrietod.

London, April 14. Despatches from
The Hague are to the effect that the
situation in regard to the German de-

mands Is viewed with extreme gravity.
Germany Insists upon her claims to
tranalt of sand and gravel by the way
of the Rhine. So far there has been no
.ettlcment of any questions at Issue be
tween the two

A rumor has reached Rotterdam that
the German garrisons along the Dutch
frontier are being reenforced and that
Germany has refused permission to the
Dutch Commission to enter the Belgtsn
military sone or northern France.

Since the Dutch are disinclined to
yield to German pressure, Germany Is
likely to Insist upon a definite reply of
counter proposals by a specific date,
which It Is feared may lead to extreme
measures, the least consequence of which
will be the breaking off of the economic
negotiations, resulting In deprivation of
the ooal supply which Is necessary' to
Holland's Industries and railway traffic.

On the other hand, should Holland
yield to reach a solution, Germany. It Is
anticipated by Kngland and the Allies,
will take drastic measurea The situ-
ation is most critical to Holland, no
matter what her decision Is. From a
well Informed diplomatic source It Is
learned that, while the situation Is
critical. It Is not believed that there Is
fear of an Immediate open rupture. This
diplomat said :

'The German feeling against Holland,
which undoubtedly In due to the ascend-
ency of the military party, probably
has been Incensed further by the mis-
representation or Ignorance of the facta
respecting Holland's attitude regarding
the commandeering of her merchant
marine by the Allies. The Germans as
a whole In all Hkellhood are unaware
that Holland neither acceded nor ac-
quiesced in tho nomewhat summary'
measures adopted by the Allies, espe-
cially America, In this matter, Holland
practically was forced to yield her mer-
chant uhlps.

"Germany's present attitude may be
one of Intimidation, but Holland has no
Intention of abandoning or even desir
ing to abandon the policy of neutrality.
She has not wavered In this course ; she
firmly adhered to her absolute control
ot the Scheldt, thus preventing Germany
from making a naval base of Antwerp.

"If Germany were to treat Holland
ra she treated Belgium she would seise
not only Rotterdam but the coast, and
thus the .submarine menace would be
greatly Intensified.

"Such contingencies seem unlikely at
present snd It Is probable that the
seriousness of the trouble has been ex-

aggerated."

WASHINGTON DOUBTS
DUTCH WAR IS NEAR

Nothorlanda Army Number
Only 320,000 Men.

fptcial DtiBxtc to Tna Sc.v.

IVashinoton, April . Indlcstlons
that Holland might be on the blink of

ar with Germany wars accepted with
great reserve hers because of the reallta.
tlon that the Dutch people had sought
at all costs to maintain neutrality and
particularly because war with Germany
generally had been regarded aa next to
suicidal for the Netherlands. It Is
seriously doubted here If the danger of
hostilities really exists.

The total military strength of Hoi-lan- d

Is estimated at spproxlmately
S!0,000 men, most of whom are massed
cn the border safeguarding Dutch neu-

trality. It In fully realised that the
German hordes could scarcely be kept
from overrunning Holland In case of
war, although It Is believed that the
Dutch would put up heroic resistance.

The fact that Holland has had ths

CoHffnusd os TMrd Pag,
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Our Troops Probably
in Thick of Battle

pHE French War Office report
last night on the fighting in

the renewed battle east of
Amiens, particularly about
Hangard, referred to this section
as the "Franco-America- n front."
This may indicate that Ameri-
can troops are in the thick of the
battle of Picardy.

It has been known that they
have been somewhere in the bat-
tle area since April 6, when
Stephen Pichon, Foreign Minis-
ter of France, speaking at Paris,
referred to the Americans
"fighting in Picardy and sacrific-
ing their lives to drive the enemy
from our land."

On April 10, despatches from
both French and British head-
quarters in France reported the
arrival of American troops. This
was prior to the time when the
French extended their lines far
to the north of Montdidier.

HAIG EXPECTED

SOMMEDRIYE

British Ready for New Attack
and Germans Made But

Little Progreps.

ENEMY USES GAS SHELLS

Losses Inflicted by French
About Hangard Believed

to Be Very Heavy.

Br rERRY noatnraojv.

ffl essfe tttpttch re Taa fes tram Ms
TJHtitn Time.

Ctiri$it, ltu: aA rlfif Mmil
British Aswt HsAnqcAams

April : 4. Severe fighting hss
been going 'on y south of the
Somme. where the Germans early In the
morning, with three and perhaps more
divisions (about 40.000 men) attacked
the British and French positions on a
front of about four miles, from above
Vlltere-Bretonneu- x to Hangard. This
Is the most serious attempt'to hammer
a way through to Amiens en this line
that has been made for some time.

At this moment the attack eeems to
have made progress only In the north.
In the Immediate vicinity of

There It has been checked;
fighting Is still going on and I under-
stand we are forcing the enemy bark.

We were quite prepared for an attack
In this region. The German divisions
of the line here until the :0th were Ihe
Ninth Bavarian Reserve In the Vlllers-Bretonneu- x

area, then the Seventy-sevent-

which la composed of West-phalla-

and Rhlnelanders, and the
Thirteenth Division to the south. The
Fourth Guards, however, were put In
for the attack on Vlllers-Bretonne-

Itself; after having a fortnight's rest
they were fairly -- fresh, although this
Is the third time they have been In
battle since March SI.

Germans tie Gas Shells.
The attack was preceded by a very

heavy bombardment In which a great
quantity of gas was used , beginning
at S o'clock and continuing with great
Intensity for four hours, when the at-
tack was delivered. In the centre and on
the right. In the French sector, this at-
tack waa repulsed Immediately and
completely: the losses Inflicted upon the
Germans by the French, especially
about Hangard, are believed to have
been very heavy.

In the north the guards succeeded In
forcing an entrance on the east side of
Vlllers-Bretonne- and In pushing
through tho south side of the village In
the' direction of Cachy. For tho most
part, however, this area wss overrun by
the enemy as long ago as March 30,
when In the village of x

I saw our men working to form a
post after they had driven the enemy
back, as described In my despatch of
April I.

Situation Well In Jland.
The object of the enemy to.day was,

we know, to get well beyond Vlllers.
Bretonneux on the Cachy road. The
first attack seems to have been beaten

Continued on Second Page.

Concert of Blind for
Smoke Fund To-nig-

ht

J)ON'T miss the concert under
tho auspices of the Blind

Tuners' Guild at the Lighthouse,
111 East Fifty-nint- h street, to-
night A particularly interesting
programme has been arranged
and it's for the benefit of THE
SUN Tobacco Fund. See page
6.

"Some contend that smoking
is injurious. We agree that the
after effects of the smokes you
are sending 'Over There' will
prove injurious to the Huns!"

Extract from letter accom-
panying contribution of em-
ployees of the "R, M. Company."

WARNING! THE SUN TO-
BACCO FUND has no connection
with any other fund, organiza-
tion or publication. It employs
no agent or solicitors.

BRITISH BOMBS

ADD TO DAMAGE

AT ZEEBRUGGE

Airmen Beport Great Hole
in Mole Ostcnd Fninvay

Partly Blocked.

NAVAL ATTACK GALLANT

German Guns on Breakwater
Were Turned Against Own

Fortifications.

Intov, April 54. Despite reports
from Berlin to the contrary, great dam-
age was done yesterday by the British
In their raid against Zeebrugge and
O&tend. The accounts of some of those
who were in the action show that it was
one of the most gallant episodes of the
war. An official bulletin Issued
by the British Admiralty says :

Following the naval operation on
the enemy's coast yesterday morning,
observations were made by aircraft
and bomb attacks carried out. Ob-
servation waa difficult owing to the
clouds, and on this account our ma-
chines descended aa low aa fifty feet.

A clear,, break twenty yards wide
waa observed In the Zeebrugge Mole
at Its Inner end. At Ostend a sunken
object was eeen lying between the
piers and blocking the greater part of
the fairway.

Numerous bombs were dropped on
objectives on shore.
The Order of Knight Commander ot

the Bath has been conferred on Admiral
Keyes In recognition of his service In
command of the operations sgalnst Zee-tnig-

and Ostend. Commander Car-
penter for his services Jn command of
Ike Vindictive ass been promoted ts
captain,

Balded r Shells.
An officer of ons of ths motor boats

has given the nattv Vol! a story ot
the blowing up of the mole.

"The submarine which did it." ssys
this offleer, "went st It from the outer
side. The German star shells helped
very greatly In showing the w?y. We
could see about 200 Germans on the
bridge leading from the mole to the
shore. They apparently thought that
the (.uhmarlnn had lost her wsy, and
were rejoicing' in the belief that they
were going to trap her. But the sub-

marine pushed under the bridge and
when her cargo of explosives was
touched off it blew the bridge and all
standing on It Into the air.

"For a little time afterward frag-
ments of Germans and wreckage of the
bridge were falling all around us. By
the blowing up of the bridge the mole
was isolated and it was on this Island
that the Vlndlctlve's men were landed
and the fighting occurred."

The crew of one of the British
which waa used to destroy the

German piers at Zeebrugge were rescued,
according to a member of the crew, by
an escorting destroyer.

The Daffodil and the Iris, which aided
the Vindictive In landing the storming
parties on the Zebntgge Mole, are steel,
twin screw cutters of 465 tons, which
will be remembered by thousands of
Americans as municipal ferryboats on
the Mersey. They are the largest and
most modern steamships of this class In
the United Kingdom, having a carrying
capacity of more than 1,700 passengers.
They belonged to the fleet of ferryboats
which csrry :S,000,000 passengers an-
nually between Liverpool and New
Brighton.

Thrilling Stories Told.
Crews of the ship" which took part In

the raid on Zebnigge have many thrilling
stories of their adventures. One of thni
has described how, despite the fact that
the Germans discovered their presence
while they were still outside the harbor
they made their way in through heay
gunfire, the Vindictive reaching th
wharf, where ehe remained for an hour
ant a half.

"A landing party was put ashore," the
seamen said, "and we raptured the Ger
man guns on the breakwater and turned
them around, firing them on the German
fortified poslttons. As far as we could
see there was not a place of any mili-
tary importance left we destroyed a
lot

"We had to leave many of our landing
parties behind, but they were taken off
by motor boats. One of our destroyers
received a salvo of ehells In her engine
room snd had to be beached. She was
blown up after the survivors had been
rescued.

"Motor boats destroyed every floating
thing in sipht, Including two German de.
stroyers and some submarines. Those
of the landing party who remained be-

hind to continue V.w work of smashing
German guns knew they would clthet
lose their lives or be taken prisoner.
They were volunteers and a brave lot of
fellows."

German Destroyer Sonic.

A young marine who took part In the
fighting on the mote describe! his ex-

periences as follows:
"We certainly had a hot time. I shall

never forget It. It waa all pitch dark
until we got right Into the harbor, and
then the place suddenly becamti alight
with star shells and the tun started.

"Looming big ahead of tu i ilir-lra- n

destroyer, eldentl:' netting under
hi;, We put on full sped ahead and
rammed her amidships, cutting br In
half. As she sank we earned along-
side the mole, quickly, put out gang-
ways and rushed onto the mole. By that
tlmo It was reining hard.

'The first thing my party encoun-
tered waa a gtsnt German, who came

Contlnuti on Second Pagt.

GERMAN LOSSES IN DRIVE
ADMITTED TO BE 600,000

Report From Scandinavian Sources May Be Attempt
to Minimize New Casualties Nation Cannot

Recover in Generation.

Syeeiel Cl Dttpttck it Tns Sex.
Copyright, lsts; all rrrrJ.

London, April 24. The German losses
In killed and wounded In the first part of
the great offensive on the Sommo and
on the Lys amounted to less than (00,-00- 0

men, according to reliable Informa-
tion received from Scandinavian sources.
These figures, which of course sre not
official, come from trustworthy sources.

There has been mucn discussion as
to the motive behind the disclosure

Bleibtreu In Vovo Buropo of Ger-
man losses up to the end of January
of this yesr, which are placed st

men killed, wounded or prison-
ers, excluding naval and colonial troops.

KDHLMANN GRIP

HANGS ON FIGHT

German Foreign Minister
Holds on While Army Makes

Test of Strength.

BEMOVAL LESS LIKELY

Opposing Faction Hopes to
Win by Force Where He

Failed by Diplomacy.

eettl telle Deepsfr f Tna Sex.
Cosifrtest, IU: all rietf reserve.

Pans, April S4. Political observers
who have been watching the

campaign against Foreign Minister
von Kuhisssnn and expecting his resig-
nation during the last few days sea tn
ths fact that be still retains his port-
folio a hm that h will remain, for a
time at least

A former French Minister In convsrsa-tlo- n

with the correspondent of The Sc.v
pointed out that Kuhlniann s strength
lsy In the German weakness on the
western battle front The ruccess of the
enemies of the German Foreign Minister
varied with the changes In the military
situation.

The real reason for the
campaign to undermine the Foreign Min-
ister, it was stated, springs from the
apparent needlessness of a strong politi-
cal character to achieve the German
alms. What Kuhlmann was expected lo
accomplish politically not long ago when
the military power seemed to be waning
is expected to be done now by the Ger-
man armies.

Von Kuhlmann is regarded as a strong
man who will not yield, yet will escape
the consequences. The military parties
plan to remove the last possibility of
peace through weltpolltlk, of which Von
Kuhlmann Is the best representative.

A special despatch from Zurich says
that early next week Von Kuhlmann will
call an Important conference with the
President of the Reichstag and the party
chiefs for the purpose of communicating
confidential reports on the outcome of
the negotiations with Rumania, the de-

velopments In Germany's dealings with
the Ukraine, Finland and the Baltic
provinces, and al.o to dlecuss the
changes In the Austrian Cabinet grow.
Ing out of the revelations in the letter
of Emperor Charles.

IRISH GO BACK TO WORK.

.oroial Conditions Restored After
Anti-dra- ft Demonstration.

Dublin. April '.'4. Business was re
sumed and normal conditions were re-
stored y following the ono day
demonstration strike In this city.

Trains are running as uual and large
crowds were able to attend the Punches-tow- n

rsce., the annual spring function
of Dublin.

CRISIS IN HUNGARY
ON BALLOT REFORM

Premier Defends Charles for
Peace Letter.

BcPArssT. via Amsterdam, April 1!4

Dr. Wekerle, the Hungarian Premier,
explained In the Hungarian lower hnu.e

y that the Cabinet had resigned be.
cause It had become doubtfi:' whethjr
It would be authorized to dissolve l'sr.
lUment to carry through the euffrago
reform measure.

Kir.peror Charles, the Tremler said,
had accepted the resignations of thn
Ministry, but had asked thi Ministers to
conduct affairs until the appointment of
a new Cabinet.

Dealing with the Kmperor'a constant
striving for a general peace, always In
harmony with Germany and her allies,
Dr. Wekerle declared that the Hmperor's
letter hnd been used lo misrepresent his
Intention, with a Mew to disturbing that
harmony.

"By personal examination," tie said,
"I ascertained that the letter contained
nothing but peace efforts made In agree-
ment with the German Empire and noth-
ing harmful to the alliance, and also that
the text as rectified by Count Cxernln
( Austro-Ilungarl- Foreign Minister at
the time) was the genuine text "

Two Italian tftrnmshlps Annk.
Boms, April 24. One steamship of

more than l.SOfl tons and one ineamshlp
I qf less tonnage Merc sunk during the

week ended April "0, according to the
ofllclsl statement on lossew by mines or
submarines trailed

Long Range Jnn Still Shells Paris.
Paris, April 24. The long range

bombardment ot Paris continued
There were no victim

auxiliary forces and deaths due 'to Ill-

ness.
Combined with the figures for recent

battles Germany's total losses now ex-
ceed 5,000,000 men. The figures given
by Bleibtreu fsr exceeded anything that
Germany previously had admitted. There
Is a suggestion that Blelbtreu'a article
mm Intended to minimise proportion-
ately the recent losses on the western
front, which are causing serious dis-
turbances In Germany.

When the enormous casualties on the
battlefield are added to the Increased
rate of mortality among the civilian pop-
ulation It Is clear that Germany's losses
cannot be recovered In a generation.

ENEMY ATTACK

LED BY TANKS

Germans Have Big Machines
to Precede tho Storming

Infantry.

INITIAL ASSAULT FAILS

Bombardment of Many Days
in Somme Bcgion Had

Presaged Drive.

Sir th4 Auociattd Prtn.
With ths British Asmt in Fxancx,

April 14. Hsrd fighting developed this
morning on the southern battle front
ths enemy attacking south of ths Somme
along ths line of Vlllera-Bretonneu-

Hsngard-en-Saatsrr- e. Haines and Cos-te- l.

On Ihe British sector, about Vlllers- -

Bretonneux, which nestles on a ridge
overlooking the long stretch of the

Somme Valley, was the etorm centre.
nd here the enemy had tanks in action.

Three of these engines of war accom-
panied the storming infantry, which at
latest reports had battled forward into
the eastern outskirts of the town, where
severe fighting took place.

From the sector came word that the
Germans hail made very slight progress.

The assault was preceded by a heavy
bombardment about

At the conclusion of this prepa-
ration the Germami surged forward
alons the whole British front south of
the Somme, although It seemed evident
that they had x as
their ultimate goal because of its domi-
nating position.

The first attack was thrown back, but
the enemy Immediately came forward
again, and this time met with more suc-
cess. In the face of heavy machine gun
and rifle fire the Germans pushed on
toward the town, their three tanks lead-
ing. The British gave way slightly, and
the enemy got a footing In thn eastern
fringe of tho town.

Further north, a little above the Albert
region, the British Infantry put up an
8. O. S. for artillery protection about 4

o'clock thla morning, and what appeared
to promise a serious attack beg.in to
show, It tutned out to be nothing more
pretentious than an attempted raid,
however, and the British artillery
smashed the enemy Infantry as they were
leaving their trencher.

Between Robecq and Givenchy-Iei-I.- a

Bsswe there waa also considerable enemy
shelling litis, mornlnc, and the Germans
Ew'r. r.'r'.'VrV?. "J R"u,'r,h"!

Are.

suited In recapture of a post
the held

Trouble, has brenlns tn the
sector for c!ay:, the enemj main- -

talnlng a bombardment of more or lew.
Intensity over a wide area. Throughout
Ve.'l'r,d,y "",r;.
rounding place, were heavily
and morning bombardment was
Increased Krently.

On the northern battlefront the Ger-
man artillery pounded the Entente d

poslttons yesterday, especially In th
Ilobeoq and Me.rvllle sector, and this

an Intense bombardment was
put down In tho British positions on
bold sides of the Blver Ijiwe. Thus, a

the

the

ririe ana maxnin tun lire ami
a hasty retirement,

A operation yesterday oer
a 2,000 front In the Hies du Vlnage
sector a complete success
greatly Improved the defending lines. A
nasty salient about 1,1500 yards wide

about the same bulged
Into the territory Just north of

du By their attack the
British drove from
salient straightened their line.

BOMB SANK THE FLORENCE

Put on Board Left I lie
V. S.. Report.

Parts, AprM S4- .- The blowing up of
the American Florence H. off
the coast of Brittany Is to have
been due, says the Radio Agency, to ,

bomb placed on bo.trd before le't
the State., no timed ns to

when the vessel port
Owing to a fire on board, the "news

agency adds, ths exploded

British Yield a Mile After
Day Battle at ViUcrs

Brctoimcux.

FRENCH ALSO GIVE WAY

Germans Again Gain Foot-

hold in Much Con tested f
Village of Hangard.- -

HAND TO HAND FIGHTING

Resumption of Battle Accom,

panicd by Strong Attacks
Lys and at Albert.

London, April 24.Aftcr a vtolejit,'

bombardment which all day
terday and most of last night the Ger-

mans launched attacks In treat,
strength against the British ario

lines In Picardy at 6: SO o'clock,
this morning In n renewed u'

through to Amiens and theneV
to the coast.

In tho French official statement to-

night reference Is mado to the
"Franco-America- n positions south of

Somme and on the Avre." Thfs
may Indicate that American troops
ore fighting with the In the
thick of the battle, as reference was

In an official report almost two
weeks ago to their presence In this
region.

The first attacks were repulsed, but
a little later in the morning the Gev- -

mans came back In even greater force.
concentrating the assaults on the sup-
posed weak of the line, Vlllers-Bretonneu- x,

at the upper tip of the
salient and the nearest point to
Amiens,' from which it Is only eleven '

and a half miles away, and Hangard:
on the Luce River, the Junction point
of the British and French armies.

Fighting of ths most desperate
character ensued, much of It of
hand to hand variety, and the oppos-
ing troops swept back and forth over
the contested area practically all day.
In tho evening the British, unable to
withstand pressure longer, retired
from Vlllers-Bretonneu- while about
four miles to thu south, at Hangard,
the Germans forced their way Into the
outskirts of the despite the

of the French to prevent them.
Lys Fighting Also Ilenewed.

The maximum German ealn wn
made at Vlllers-Bretonne- and wm
about one mile. Field Marshal Hals

ht reports the loss of the village
and adds tnat fighting there still con-
tinues. The German attacks on the
northern and southern ends of

line were repulsed, he says, and
only In the centre was any
given up.

At the same time ae this resumption
of the battle of Picardy the Germans
delivered sharp attacks on the north
bank of the Sommo nnd northwest of
Albert; both of these were repulsed by
tho British, who took some prisoners.
Nor was tho Lys battlefield neglected:
in what Gen. Hnig describes aa a local
operation northwest of Kostubert,

is a little nest of La Bassee, a
post captured by the Germans on Mon-
day wna regained despite the most oh.
stlnnte resistance, and ynnio prisoners
mul machine guns were taken. Early
this mornlnsr also the Germans deliv-
ered a strong local attack east of Ro
heci, on the southwestern tip of thens t..nioiu. nut were driven back.
oavln My-t- r prisoners In the

Attack er Albert' Itppnlsed.
Them wan nrtllierv flehtlns-- a itevening In the valley ,.f the Jukica of A Be'liune

Rnr, northeast i In I.ynlie se"r"A rat aturi f.ntry 'at"d north wSt of
Albert driven

The German report asserts that Infighting northeast of Ilallleul yesterdav
they captured Vleugelhoek Hill, together
with some French prisoners, thatthey frustrated strong British advances
northwest of

lleay fighting Is in progress to- -
lilirht (,, ,h ..,. .. .

. The .,..,.,.., ,,. ,

Press with the French army In Franca
describes the lighting as follows:

"The Germans opened nn attack In
force early morning In the vicinity
of Vlllers-Bretonneu- x and Hangnrd-en-Senterr- e,

forces
which they had been eoncentiallr.g for
some days. Whether they Intend to
make another desperate effort to eaprurrt
Amiens c foretold, but even If
they em-ee- the effort would be
from a military standpoint.

Ollrs (irratly Strengthened,
"Their previous iiltempt was fius-trale- d

b" the determined nnd berolo
resistance of I mii o bodies
nf French and Hrltlnh troops. Since
then both sides have bad ,m opportunlt v
to strengthen their populous while
awaiting developments

"Hesplta the atmospheric dlfficultle
during the last few days the nllled
avialois have been able, through daring
tactics, to observo movements by the
enemy. They reported the nrrlval of
large reenforcementa of German guna,

; "a "r Uritto- Additionalquickly prls-Britis- hmovement wa. by tho
The British carried out onPrs "ero ,al((, British assaulti

minor operations at Glvenchy which re- - near t,,e forest of Nleppe nnd Meteren.
the
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